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IN THE UNFTED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFIC^ 



,^4n re application of 

Kazuyuki NITTA et al. ; 

Serial No. 09/987,718 : 

Filed November 15, 2001 ; 

METHOD FOR FORMING A HOLE- 
PATTERNED PHOTORESIST LAYER 



Confirmation No. 7678 

Docket No. 2001 -1703A 
Group Art Unit 1756 
Examiner K. Sagar 



Or, 



37 CF.R. 1.131 DECf ARATinxr 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Kazuyuki NITTA, Satoshi SHIMATANI and Kazufumi SATO declare: 
1. That they are the joint inventors of the subject application; 

^leifaL^TOT^ """^^ ^" '^P"^' 

^' I'amTf 'TT^ T P^'^'^^y '^^"^"^^^ P"°^ the November 13, 

2000 effective date of the Takemura reference (US 6,511,785), cited in the 
Official Action of Ma-ch 21, 2003; 

4. That this prior conception was coupled with diligence from the time just prior to 
*e November 13, 2000 effective date of the Takemura reference unt/l the 
^350^^ '""^ ''''' of Applicants' Japanese priority application 2000 



5. 
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verifild E^SfT'"' ^r'™'"' A (in Japanese) is accompanied by a 
venfied English translation thereof (Attachment B); 

TTiat attached to said Budget Proposal is an Outline of New Patent Application 
of TOK and approved by them on November 15, 2000; 

New Z^.^ZTf'^'T''''' yi"g Outline of the 

„f Tnt, . APP''<^^"°". 'l>ese -atenals were forwarded to Agata Patent Office 

rv:s^V2no7""'''^''^"^^^''^°'^'^^''''«-«^^ 

That the attached materials evidence conception from the poim and time iust 
pnor to the November .3, 2000 effective date ofTakemurLoh^N^^^^^^^^^ 
2000 (rhng date of Applicants' Japanese priority application and diligence over 

:::asrjre:::zr"— 

reference and acted with diligence from the period Just prior to thtXrive date 

llair" ""^ °f Japanese priority 

app ca ,on upon which the presem application is based, which priority 
application IS a constructive reduction to practice; 

N^emL'r TmoO ' "I^T' V"" P""'" P^or to the 

November 13, 2000 effective date of the Takemura reference since the outline nf 
n», patent application (Attachment C) sets forth actual experime'd w^^^by 
Applicants pnor to the effective date of the reference; a work by 

That in this regard, it can be seen from Example 1 of the Outline of New Patem 
Application (Attachmem C), that all elements of the invention as ^ e^^ 
claimed were conceived and actually reduced to practice prior to the time ftat 
the Outlme of New Patent Application and Budge, Proposal were prepared i e 
prior to November 13, 2000 effective date of Takemura; 

That the steps of presem claim 1 are set forth on page 7 of the Outline nf N.„ 
Paten, Application (Attachment C) and the compoSion ^Ity i^rh T^^^^^^^^^ 
present claims i.e^ claim 1 is se, forth in Example I follows: 
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Claim 1 recites four steps (l)-(4) which are disclosed in steps (I)- 
(V) on page 7 of the Outline of New Patent Application 
(Attachment C). 

b. The composition recited in claim 1 (A)-(D) is set forth in the 
Outlme of New Patent Application Example 1 . In this regard: 

c. The 75 parts of first polyhydroxystyrene resin and 
25 parts of second polyhydroxystyrene resin meet 
(A) of claim 1 . 

d. The 5 parts of (cyclohexylsulfonyl) diazomethane 
meet(B) of claim 1. 

e. The 5 parts of 1,4-cyclohexanedimethanol divinyl 
ether of Example 1 meet (C) of claim 1 and 

f The 0.2 parts of triethanolamine of Example I 
meet (D) of claim I. 

14. That all requiremems of claim 1 of the present application are thus met by 
Example 1 of the Outline of New Patem Application. 

true J^hJ^I fr^'' '^""^^"^ ''"'""^""'^ °^^heir own knowledge are 

true, and that all statemems on mformation and belief are believed to be true- and further that 

iTe TZ::.ZIT ""^"^^'^^ '''' ^"^^ '^''^ statements and thete o 

iTftL^/r ? . VT °' '"^P"^«"«^"t' °^both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
Un ted States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
apphcation or any patent issuing thereon. '"luiiyorine 

^^t® Kazu^ki<ijITTA 

^^^^ Satoshi SHIMATANI 



Kazuftinfi SATO " 
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■ ATTACHMENT A 



